
 
Our Staff 

Reverend Ron Hodges, Pastor, hodgesr@diodav.org 
Deacon Joe Dvorak, Deacon, Business Manager 
Joe_Dvorakia@msn.com 
Brad Hagarty, Sharon Jones, Lay Directors 
Lisa Bussan, Office Manager, imcolfax@msn.com 
Nora Borts, Housekeeping 
Peggy Dvorak, Organist/Director of Music 
 
 

Our Organization Chairs 
Pastoral Council, Tom Wilson, 720.939.2294  
Administration & Finance Council, Brad Hagarty 
Parish Life, sede vacante 
Faith Formation, contact Fr. Ron Hodges 
Liturgy, Sharon Jones, 515.975.8580 
Social Action, Tracy Spry, 515.971.2292  

Buildings and Grounds Committee,  
Karen VanDusseldorp, 515.669.0529 
Altar & Rosary Society, Peggy Dvorak, 515.490.6886 
 

Prayer Chain 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain or if 
you have something you’d like us to pray for you can: 
1) Email Deacon Joe at imcolfax@msn.com, 2) Email  

Immaculate Conception Church of Colfax 
302 E Howard Street; Colfax, Iowa 50054 

 515.674.3711 
Parish E-Mail: imcolfax@msn.com 

Parish Website: immaculateconceptioncolfax.org 
Parish Facebook Page: Immaculate Conception Colfax 

 
Mass Schedule 
Sunday 9:00 AM 

NO MASS ON MONDAY 
Tuesday—Friday 8:00 AM  

 
Confessions by appointment, call 515-674-3711 

  
Baptisms and Weddings 

For information concerning  or to schedule a baptism or 
wedding contact the parish office.  Weddings must be 
scheduled at least six months in advance. 

 
Religious Education 

Religious Education Classes are held September through 
May.  If you have questions please contact the parish  
Office at 515-674-3711. 

 
Bulletin Available Online 

The bulletin and a calendar of events is available at our 
website: www.immaculateconceptioncolfax.org and on 
our Facebook page. Diane Wood        

Carol Swift            
David Shepley, son of 
Deloris Shepley, Cancer 
Raegan Lester: niece of 
Tracey Wilson, Cancer                               
Leland Braun: husband of 
Dody Braun, Good Health 
George Ernst   

Jamie Coady, cousin of Fr. Ron, cancer 
Peggy Lester, sister of Tracey Wilson, Cancer     
Bruce (Dementia) and Mary Jo (Continued Health) Stephenson, 
Michelle Rebelsky, friend and former parishioner of Fr. Ron, Cancer              
Matt Bell, son of Irma Bell, Recovery from Infection  
Michael John Holmes, husband of Michelle Holmes, Cancer 
Charlene Montgomery, mother of Lisa Bussan, suffering  a fall 
Michael John Nelson 
Terry Hilker, husband of Lori Colister Hilker 
David McDowell, former parishioner of Fr. Ron, lymphoma 
JoAnn Bessler, sister of Karen VanDusseldorp, cancer 
Jen Scheetz, cousin of Karen VanDusseldorp, cancer 
Suzie Hansen, former parishioner of Fr. Ron, colon cancer 
Baby Grace Parker, newborn granddaughter of Ed and Kathleen 
Parker 
Karen VanDusseldorp’s Mother 

Liturgical Ministers 
 

 

Sunday, March 24, 2024, Palm Sunday      

Greeters: Sitzmann Family 
Servers: Ryan Braun (Cross) 
  Sharon Jones (Incense) 
  Irma Bell (Book) 
Readers: Rita Krueger (1

st
 Reading) 

  Linda Barnum (2
nd

 Reading) 
  Rita Krueger (Passion) 
Gift Bearers: Shelbee Stier, Karen VD 
EMHC: Joann Carothers 
  Karen VanDusseldorp 
 
 

Immaculate Conception Church of Colfax 

 
Sunday, March 17, 2024 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
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Sunday, March 17 5th Sunday of Lent, 9:00 AM 
Tuesday, March 19 Daily Mass: 8:00 AM 
   Deanery Meeting 11:00 AM 
   Social Action Comm. 6:30 PM 
Wednesday, March 20 Daily Mass: 8:00 AM 
   Religious Ed. 6:15 PM 
Thursday, March 21 Daily Mass: 8:00 AM 
   Finance Council, 6:00 PM 
Friday, March 22 Daily Mass: 8:00 AM 
   Adoration, 6:00 PM 
   Stations of the Cross, 6:30 PM 
   followed by soup supper 
 

Holy Week Begins Jesus Entrance into Jerusalem  
on Palm Sunday 

 
March 27 Tenebrae 7 PM  
March 28 Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 6:30 PM 
March 29  Morning Prayer, 9:00 AM 
  Good Friday Service, 6:30 PM 
March 30 Morning Prayer, 9:00 AM 
  Easter Vigil, 8:30 PM 

 
Easter Sunday 

March 31 9:00 AM 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Leadership Team 

 Tom Wilson 

  President 

 

 Natalie Owen 

 Vice President 

 

 Marcia Grimm 

 Secretary 

Commission Chairs 

Altar & Rosary  

Peggy Dvorak 

Buildings & Grounds 
Karen VanDusseldorp 

Faith Formation 

Finance Council 

Brad Hagarty 

Social Action 

Tracy Spry 

Technology 

Liturgy 

Sharon Jones 

Ex-Officio 

Fr. Ron Hodges 
Deacon Joe Dvorak 

Mass Intentions 

March 17, 2024—March 23, 2024  
 

Sunday, March 17, 2024, Laetare Sunday 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 ; Hebrews 5:7-9; John 12:20-33 
• 9:00AM  (+Pro Populo) 

 
Monday, March 18, 2024  
Memorial: St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop, DOTC 
Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; John 8:1-11 
  
Tuesday, March 19, 2024 
Solemnity: St. Joseph, Spouse of the BVM 
2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22; 
Luke 2:41-51a 
• 8:00 AM (+Richard Ericksen, by Linda 

Ericksen) 
 
Wednesday, March 20, 2024  
Lenten Weekday (5) 
Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; John 8:31-42 
• 8:00 AM (+Jeanette Weldon by Irma Bell) 
 
Thursday, March 21, 2024   
Lenten Weekday (5) 
Genesis 17:3-9; John 8:51-59 
• 8:00 AM (+Maggie Clark, by Mary Jo 

Hostetter) 
 
Friday, March 22, 2024   
Lenten Weekday (5) 
Jeremiah 20:10-13; John 10:31-42 
• 8:00 AM (Michael J. Holmes, by Mary Holmes) 
 
Saturday, March 23, 2024 
Lenten Weekday (4) 
Ezekiel 37:21-28; John 11:45-56 
 
Sunday, March 24, 2024 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
Isaiah 50:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11; John 14:1—15:47 

Elected Members 

1st Term, 1st Year,  

Natalie Owen (3) 

Tom Wilson (3) 
 

1st Term, 1st Year  

Marcia Grimm (2) 
Giovanna Rodriguez2 
 

1st Term, 1st Year  

David Birkenholtz 

  

1st Term, 3rd  Year 

Mary Dell Flattery 
 



SHRINES OF FRANCE PILGRIMAGE:   
Come along Nov. 4-14, 2024, to some of the most 
beautiful sites in all of France.  We'll visit the holy 
Shrine of Lourdes, the home of St. Martin of 
Tours, the grand Chartres Cathedral, the monastery 
of Mont St. Michel, Normandy Beach along with 
both an American Cemetery and a German Ceme-
tery, the home of St. Therese the Little Flower in 
Lisieux and the wonderful city of Paris!  Mass each 
day in great Churches and Cathedrals along the 
way.  Cost is $4,299 with departure from Oma-
ha.  For a brochure and more information, contact 
Fr. Dan Guenther, 307 - 4th St. N., Humboldt, Io-
wa 50548 or call 712-899-6870 or 
email frdanguenther@gmail.com  Fr. Guenther has 
been leading these pilgrimages for over 25 years!  

 

 



Our Lenten Calendar 
 
March 15 6 PM Adoration 
  6:30 PM Stations 
  Soup Supper 
March 17 5th Sunday, Lent 
March 20 6-7:30 Confessions 

March 22 6 PM Adoration 
  6:30 PM Stations 
  Soup Supper 
March 23 9-11AM  Confessions 

 

Ottumwa Deanery 
Communal Penance 

Services 
Feb. 25   St. Mary, Albia, 4pm 
Mar. 3   St. Patrick, Brooklyn,  
Mar. 3     St. Mary, Grinnell,  
Mar. 10   Sacred Heart, Melcher, 2 pm 
Mar. 10   St. Anthony, Knoxville, 4 pm 
Mar. 11   St. Mary, Pella, 6:30 pm 
Mar. 17   Sacred Heart, Newton, 2 pm 
Mar. 19   St. Mary, Oskaloosa, 6:30 pm 
 
Immaculate Conception, Colfax, will not have a  
communal penance service, but we will have  
expanded hours/days for individual reconciliation. 

I was asked a question a while 
ago and I thought I’d do a Q&A. 

Anyone else have a question? 
 

Q: Why do some people bow 

during the Creed 

A: The rubrics, or the instruc-

tions we follow for Mass say that 
everyone should bow slightly from 
the waist at the words, “Was born 
of the Virgin Mary, and became 
man,” out of respect and gratitude 
for the incarnation of Christ (that 
he was born into our world). 

In addition to musicians, and liturgical 
ministers, we need much help decorat-
ing for the various Masses during Holy 
Week.  Below are the times and dates 
we need help! 
 
March 24 After Mass setup for Holy 
  Thursday 
March 26 After Mass setup for  
  Tenebrae 
March 27 After Tenebrae, finish  
  setup for Holy Thursday 
March 29 Setup for Good Friday,  
  time TBD 
March 30 Following Morning Prayer  
  setup for Easter 



March Wedding  
Anniversaries 

Mike and Shelly 
Wood 3/9 

Keegan and Lindsey 
Porter 3/19 

March Birthdays 
Olivia Bell 3/4 

Grace Brown 3/5 
Aidrik Osterhaus 3/9 
Brooke Dross 3/11 
Alexis Dross 3/11 
Chloe Muck 3/12 

Arianna Sitzmann 3/12 
Peggy Dvorak 3/15 
Santo Miranda (3/18 

James Webb 3/18 
Kyle Wood 3/18 

Bill Hill 3/21 
Miguel Miranda 3/27 

Joe Dvorak 3/28 
Vince Sitzmann 3/30 

March Baptismal  
Birthdays 

 
Rylan Edgington 3/01 

Iris Osterhaus 3/21 
Aidrik Osterhaus 3/21 

Olivia Bell 3/22 

 

 

Landscaping Project Update 
 

Our project will begin this spring, exact date 
TBD. 

 
Have you had an opportunity to support  

the project?  If not, there’s still time. 
 

Please put our contribution in an envelope 
marked “Landscaping Project” or use the  

Capital Improvement envelope in your packet.  
Just put it in the collection basket. 

 

Do you feel behind in filling your rice bowl? 
Here are some ideas… 

1. put .05 in your RB for every bag of snacks in your house 
2. put $1 in your RB for each video game system in your home 
3. put .25 in your RB for every hot meal you ate last week 
4. put .25 in your RB for every pet your family owns 
5 put .50 in your RB for each refrigerator/freezer/grill you have  
6. put .75 in your RB for every toilet and shower you have 

Many thanks to all who 
made our Mulligan Stew 
dinner a success!  Cooks, 

bakers, servers, setup 
people, clean up people, 

tear down people, 
dishwashers, and diners. 

 
It’s great to see the parish 
come together to make 
things happen! 



 

 

 

In recent months, parishioners have asked what may be 
done,  for the parish, in the way of memorial gifts given in 
memory of loved ones.  After some thought we’ve com-
posed a list of idea. 
 
1. Due to some deaths and canceled pledges fulfilling our 

capital campaign pledges is going to fall $3,200 short.  
A gift to decrease or eliminate that shortfall could be 
given. 

 
2. A gift could be given toward the completion of the land- 
      scaping project. 
3. Our holy water bucket and aspergillum need to be re- 
      placed.    
4. We have a number of candlesticks and candelabra that 
      need to be replated. 
5,  Our white cope and humeral veil need to be replaced.  A  
     good deal of the color of the applique is gone and the 
     stains around the neckline no longer come out. 
 
Future items: 
 
1. Installation of a hearing loop system might be useful as 
      as our parish continues to age 
2. At some point we will need to look at the stabilization of 
      our stained glass windows. 
3. It would be nice to have an automated bell ringing sys- 
      tem like the Baptists have. 
 
These are just some things we’ve thought about as a starting 
place.  If you are interested in providing a memorial for a 
loved one and have other ideas, please speak to Fr. Ron. 

We Need  
Liturgical 
Ministers, 

Please 
Help. 

As much as we need funds to operate 
the parish we need people to fill the 
needed liturgical roles in the liturgy. 
• We have 3 altar servers that serve most of 

the time.  Two of them are over 70. 

• We have 6 readers 

• We have 5 Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion 

• We need 19 ministers each Mass not 
counting the priest, deacon, and choir. 

 

We need your help.  We don’t really 
have the luxury of “retiring” from min-
istry.  S  T  R  E  T  C  H yourself.  It’s 
entirely possible you find a gift or tal-
ent your didn’t even know you had! 

 
Answer, YES, when asked! 

 

Don’t forget to fill up  
your Rice Bowl! 

 



Divine Mercy Sunday 
Celebrations 

Sunday, April 7, 2024 

Ottumwa Deanery Celebration 
St. Mary, Centerville 

1:30-3:00 PM 
Adoration, Prayers, and Confessions 

St. Mary, Sigourney 
2:00 PM Adoration and Confessions 

3:00 PM Divine Mercy Chaplet 

If you have palms from 
years past, we will have 
a basket available next 
week and you may 

Saturday, March 23, 9:00 AM— 
when we’re finished 

Easter is almost here and as we’ve been spending lent 
preparing our hearts to celebrate Passion of the Lord, we 
should also prepare our church to celebrate the Passion of 
the Lord 

Heavy Hors d ‘oeuvres and cocktails to follow 



Lift for Answers 


